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CORRESPONDENCE. 


DOUBTS OF INFIDELS. 
Continued from page 332. 

20. in the last battle of Saul with the Philistines (1 Sam. xxxi.) neat 

ilboa, Saul, being sorely wounded, requested his armour-bearer to 
draw his sword, and run bim through, but his armour-bearer would not; 
therefore Saul took a sword and fell upon it; and when his armour- 
bearer saw that Saul was dead, he fell likewise upon his sword and died 
with him. (2. Sam. Ll.) He brought the news of Saul’s death, the cir- 
cumstances of which, upon David’s inquiry, he reported to be, that 
coming by chance upon Mount Gilboa, be beheld that Saul leaned on 
his spear, and that the chariots and horsemen followed hard after him. 
Saul looking behind him, called the young man, and requested him to 
slay him: .so I stood upon him, said the young man, and slew him, be- 
cause I was sure he could not live after he was fallen; and I took the 
crown that was on his head, and the bracelet that was on his arm, and 
have brought them hither unto my lord. David rewarded the mistaken 
compassion of this young man, by commanding him to be put to death. 

How do your adversaries, the infidels, exclaim against the barbarity 
of David, wren they read this melancholy history! What! say they, is 
this the mild, the merciful David? Is this the man after God’s own 
heart! Is he not rather the tyrant—the inhuman despot? What ef- 
fort of holy zeal could stimulate him to murder the young man, who 
had performed the last offices of humanity to Saul ; who, in the agonies 
of death, had himself hesought him to put an end to his lingering mise- 
ries? Why should this idol of the Christians, this man after God’s own 
heart, embrue his hands in the blood of the youth, who supposed he had 
done a charitable office to the deserted and expiring monarch, whom this 
David pretended to lament, and who, at the same time, gave such en- 
dearing proofs of loyalty to him himself, by presenting him with the re- 
gal ornaments? But we, the faithful, who can easily explain all Serip- 
ture mysteries, say, that though David was really one of the greatest of 
sinners, yet he truly repented him before he died. Our enemies, the un- 
believers, say no; that it is false, and they quote the very book of books 
(1 Kings ii. 5, 6, 7, 8, 9.) against us for their authority. 
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They say if David ever repented, or was ever truly pious, we shall cer- 
tainly perceive it, in his behaviour during his last moments, on his death- 
bed. ‘There, say they, it is to be hoped, we shall find him forgiving his 
enemies, and «lying in charity with all mankind. This is what all man- 
kind in general make a point of doing, from the saint to the malefactor. 
David, therefore, must certainly give us an extraordinary instance of his 
attention to this important evidence of contrition. 

But what shall we think, say these enemies of our holy religion, when 
we see this Nero of the Hebrews, this man after God’s own heart, this idol 
of the Christians, die in a manner uniform and consistent withthe whole 
course of his life! What will be our reflections when we find him, with 
his last accents, delivering two cruel and inhuman murders-in charge to 
his son Solomon? Murders still farther aggravated by the.included 
crimes of ingratitude and perjury! One of them to be executed on his 
old and faithful general Joab, who powerfully assisted him on all occa- 
sions, and who adhered to him in all his extremities ; till at the last, when 
he had justifiable cause of chagrin, but who, notwithstanding, had not 
appeared in actual hostility against him, but only drank a glass of wine 
with the malcontents. His other charge was against Shimea who revil- 
ed David at his retreat from Jerusalem during his son Absalom’s rebel- 
lion; but who made his submission to him when he returned victorious, 
and whose pardon David had sealed witha solemn oath. All these com- 
mands, say the infidels, were executed ina manner truly worthy the son 
of such a father! These Christians, say our enemies, arethe outlines-of 
the life of a Jew, whom, according to the book of books, or more pro- 
perly speaking, priestcraft, you are not ashamed to continue extolling as 
a man after God’s own heart! What an impiety, say the infidels, to the 
majesty of heaven. 

Wherefore we, the true believers, pray that your lordships will satisfac- 
torily answer and explain all those doubts and objections brought forward 
against us by infidel philosophers and writers; and if unanswerable, 
that your lordships will, with true Christian zeal, procure an act of par- 
liament to be passed, in order to prevent any more doubts whatever being 
entertained by the enemies of our holy faith and religion, as by law es- 
tablished. 

None but infldels, it is true, would utter impieties like the above ; but, 
alas! the infidels of our days have become formidable to the true be- 
lievers, by an attention to morality, and the mild and gentle offices of 
pity, and by warning their fellow citizens to avoid and detest the cruel- 
ties of religious persecutions: how egregiously they mistake! Your 
lordships will rectify their notions, it is to be hoped, in these as well as 
in other respects. They have an argument still more formidable against 
the truth of the foregoing accounts, concerning the death of Saul, which 
is, that they are so very different, that one of them must be false. To 
this we can only answer, as it becomes the faithful in all such cases of 
seeming contradiction; namely, that they were both written by the pen 
of inspiration, consequently must both be true, however contradictory or 
absurd they may seem to mere human reason. 

21. David commanded that the children of Judah should be taught 
the use of the bow: behold, it is written in the book of Jasher. (2 Sam. 
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1. 18.) Many difficulties arise here about the book of Jasher. It was 
extant previous to the writing of the book of Joshua, (Josh. x. 13.) the 
author of that book quoting it, and by the foregoing text it appears it was 
not finished till after the accession of David to the throne of Israel. Now, 
if Joshua wrote the account of his own transactions, as it is generally 
believed, the author of Jasher must have lived upwards of four hundred 
years ; and if the book of Joshua was not written till after the time of 
David, and by an unknown author, the infidels will affirm that it comes 
under the description which is at the beginning of the second of these 
questions. And the misfortune is, we do not know how to confute them ; 
but we hope your lordships will easily remove this, among many other 
very great difficulties, now your long dormant zeal is at length awaken- 
ed. Our enemies have reproached us with the examples of the primi- 
tive church; they observe that the priests were poor and indefatigable, 
but are now pampered and lazy. Fat benefices, and lordly bishoprics, 
they say, cause a total eclipse of the light of religion, by obtruding their 
opake substances between the eye of the priest and the kingdom of hea- 
ven. But, alas! how palpably they mistake ! 

The ancient priests were ignorant of their business; they despised 
riches because they knew no better, or, perhaps, because they could not 
get them. But how are the understandings of men enlightened! how 
great the wisdom of the modern times! how are the sciences improved ! 
Has it not been for many centuries discovered, that pain and mortifica- 
tion are fit companions for the devil, and therefore totally improper for 
saints! Cana poor wretch, inured to penury and the scourge, be sud- 
denly reconciled to happiness and heaven? Instead of enjoying the 
manna of the promised land, would he not be prescribing himself a fast ; 
and when it came him to sleep recumbent on his couch of blessedness, 
would he hot envy the damned their whips and scorpions? So difficult 

‘itis to eradicate long confirmed habits. But wherefore dwell on so un- 
profitable a subject? The wisdom of our divines has taught them to 
avoid such absurdities, to-detest such errors. They will not lose their 
relish for pleasure, for want of practice. 

22. David, “ by the instigation of the lord, numbered the people of 
Israel and Judah ;” (2 Sam. xxiv.) but afterwards, being probably ig- 
norant by whose instigation he had acted, he repented of the deed. This 
repentance did not excuse him in the sight of the lord, who offered him 
to choose either “‘seven years famine, three months defeat before his en- 
emies, or three days pestilence.” David chose the latter, and seventy 
thousand men died. This memorable event has not escaped the inspir- 
ed penman of the book of Chronicles, (1 Chron. xxi.) who affirms, “that 
Satan stood up against Israel,and provoked David to number them ;” 
but God was displeased with this thing, and therefore smote Israel. Da- 
vid, repenting, was offered from God his choice, either “‘ three years fa- 
mine, three months destruction before his enemies, or three days pesti- 
lence ;” the latter of which he chose, and there died of Israel seventy 
thousand men. 

Our too curious and inquisitive opposers, who are unwilling to believe 
“cunningly devised fables,” (2 Peter 1. 16.) inquire how it could be a 

crime in David to number the people, especially as it was by the instiga- 
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tion of the lord. They beg to be informed, whether the lord and satan 
be one and the same person ; and if not, which of the two was the insti- 
gator of this unhappy business, and likewise which of the two “ in- 
fallible’? and ‘ inspired” writers tells the lie? Lastly, they cannot 
conceive how the seven years famine in the book of Samuel, is dwindled 
into three in the Chronicles. To all these questions we answer, that it 
was sufficient to make this action of David’s criminal, that the lord dis- 
liked it after it was done; and as to its being done by his instigation, we 
must observe that it is no uncommon thing for the lord to be angry with 
his servants for obeying his commands. 

23. The instance of Balaam isa case in point. (Qu. 16.)° Hence we 
infer, that in the commands of the lord, there is always a cause implied 
or understood, which leaves it to the discretion of the faithful to act as 
they think proper. It is true, this position leads immediately to the doc- 
trines of the Jesuits, which have been so universally abhored; but why 
need we regard the abhorrence of the world, while we are convinced that 
our tenets are scriptural? With regard to the affairs of satan and the 
lord, we leave it to your lordships management ; but cannot help observ- 
ing with derision, the futility of the objections respecting the three and 
seven years famine. ‘Tbey have little skill in divine arithmetic, if this 
affords them any embarrassment. ‘They know nothing of the sublime 
logic of which divines prove three to be one, and one to be three. For 
example, if it were affirmed that Eldon is a lord, Castlereagh is a lord, 
and Sidmouth is a lord, and yet they are not three lords, but one lord, 
this would be termed absolute and ridiculous nonsense, notwithstanding 
their close ministerial union. But in holy matters it is quite otherwise,* 
as might easily be elucidated by instances too sacred to be commented 
upon by any unconsecrated individual. 

24. Another instance of the imperfection of the art of arithmetic, as it 
is erroneously taught in our schools, appears in its affording no rule by 
which the two genealogies of Jesus Christ may be reconciled to each oth- 
er. Matthew reckons twenty-seven generations from David to Christ. 
Luke reckens forty-two, and the names totally disagree. Matthew 
traces the descent from Solomon, and Luke from Nathan, both sons of 
David. According to our feeble notions, twenty-seven cannot be equal 
to forty-two, neither can Nathan, &c. be imagined to be Solomon, &c. 
The infidels suppose that the two evangelists, rather than the church, 
should be without the genealogy of its founder, chose to invent them; 
but we good christians, who know that both writers were infallible and 
inspired, are ready to reject the clearest axioms of mere human science, 
and allow that, in sacred matters, the greater number may be equal to 
the less. ‘These cavillers and infidels also demand how these genealo- 
gies of Joseph prove that Jesus was the son of David, when it is avowed 
that Joseph was not his father? But they do not consider that a mar- 
ried man is obliged to father all the children that his wife may produce; 
and this answer does not satisfy them, they must at all events confess, 
that Joseph was father-in-law to Jesus, by being married io his mother; 


* See an excellent specimen of this in the creed commonly ascribed to St. Atha- 
nasius, 
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» colsequently Jesus was son (in law) to Joseph, Q. E. D. As there is 
no answering for the perverseness of men, there may perhaps be some 
whom even this demonstration will not satisfy. To these we offer an ar- 
gument discovered by the truly profound Mr. Pascal.* He justly ob- 
serves, that when two witnesses disagree’in the circumstances of a fact, 
we ought to believe them so much the more readily on that account, as it 
shews they did not contrive the story in concert. ‘This remark, it is to 
hoped, will likewise put an end to the absurd custom which prevails in 
our courts of justice, of discrediting evidences which contradict each oth- 
er, such contradictions being in reality a mark of truth, “a ceux prennent 
bien les choses.” 

‘ To be continued. 


MAHOMEDANISM. 


ay 


Concluded from page 328. 

These are the greater signs which, according to their doctrine, are te 
precede the resurrection, but still leave the hour of it uncertain: for the 
immediate sign of its being come will be the blast of the trumpet, which 
they believe will be sounded three times. The first they call the blast 
of consternation; at the hearing of which all creatures in heaven and 
earth shall be struck with terror, except those whom God shall please to 
exempt from it. The effects attributed to this first sound of the trum- 
pet are very wonderful; for they say the earth wiil be shaken, and not 
only all buildings, but the very mountains levelled; that the heavens 
shall melt, the sun be darkened, the stars fall on the death of the angels, 
who, as some imagine, hold them suspended between heaven and earth ; 
and the sea shall be troubled and dried up, or according to others, turned 
into flames ; the sun, moon, and stars being thrown into it. The Ko- 
ran, to express the greatness of the terror of that day, adds that women 
who give.suck shall abandon the care of their infants ; and even the ca- 
mels which have gone ten months with young, (a most valuable part of 
the substance of that nation) shall be utterly neglected. A farther effect 
of this blast will be that concourse of beasts mentioned in the Koran, 
though some doubt whether it be to precede the resurrection or not. They 
who suppose it will precede, think that all kinds of animals, forgetting 
their respective natural fierceness and timidity, will run togetherinto one 
place, being terrified by the sound of the trumpet, and the sudden shock 
of nature. 

The Mahomedans believe that this first blast will be followed by a se- 
cond, which they call the blast of exinanition ; by which all creatures, 
both in heaven and earth, shall die or be annihilated, except those which 
God shall please to exempt from the common fate; and this, they say, 
shall happen in the twinkling of an eye, nay, in an instant: nothingsur- 
viving except God alone, with paradise and hell, and the inhabitants of 
those two places, and the throne of glory. The last who shall die will 
be the angel of death. 


* Les “faiblesses ” les plus apparentes sont des “ forces” acieux qui prennent bien 
leschoses. Par example les deux genealogies de St. Matthieu, et de St. Luc, il est vis- 
ible, que cela n’a pasete fait deconcert. Voyes remarques sur les Penseesde Pascal Ed. 
Geneve, 1773. . 
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Forty years after this will be heard the blast of resurrection, when the 
trumpet shall be sounded the third time by Israsil, who, together with 
Gabriel and Michael, will be previously restored to life ; and, standing 
on the rock of the temple of Jerusalem, shall, at God’s command, call 
together all the dry and rotten bones, and other dispersed parts of the 
bodies, and the very hairs tojudgment. This angel having, by the divine 
order, sct the trumpet to his mouth, and called together the souls from all 
parts, will throw them into his trumpet, from whence, on his giving the 
last sound, at the command of God, they will fly forth like bees, and fill 
the whole space between heaven and earth, and then repair to their res- 
pective bodies, which the opening earth will suffer to arise; and the first 
who shall so arise, according to a tradition of Mahomet, will be himself. 
For this birth the earth will be prepared by the rain above mentioned, 
which is to fall continually for forty years, and will resemble the seed of 
a man, and be supplied from the water under the throne of God, which 
is called living water; by the efficacy and virtue of which the dead 
bodies shallspring forth from their graves, as they did in their mother’s 
womb, or as corn sprouts forth by common rain, till they become perfect ; 
after which breath will be breathed into them, and they will sleep in their 
sepulchres till they are raised to life at the last trump. 

When those who have risen shall have waited the limited time, the 
Mahomedans believe God will atlength appear to judge them; Mahom- 
et undertaking the office of intercessor, after it shall have been declined 
by Adam, Noah, Ahraham, and Jesus, who shall beg deliverence only for 
their own souls. ‘They say that on this occasion, God will come in the 
clouds surrounded by angels, and will produce the books wherein the ac- 
tions of every person are recorded by their guardian angel, and will com- 
mand the prophets to bear witness against those to whom they have been 
respectively sent. Then every one will he examined concerning all his 
words and actions, uttered and done by him in this life; not as if God 
needed any information in these respects, but to oblige the person to 
make public confession and acknowledgment of God’s justice. The par- 
ticulars of which they shall give an account, as Mahomet himself enu- 
merated them, are, of their time, how they spent it; of their wealth, by 
what means they acquired it, and how they employed it; of their bodies, 
wherein they exercised them ; of their knowledge and learning, what use 
they made of them. ‘T'o the questions we have mentioned, each person 
shall answer, and make his defence in the best manner he can, endea- 
vouring to excuse himself by casting the blame of evil deeds on others ; 
so that a dispute shall arise even between the soul and the body, to which 
of them their guilt ought to be imputed : the soul saying, O lord, my bo- 
dy I received from thee; for thou createdst me without a hand to lay 
hold with, a foot to walk with, an eye to see with, or an understanding 
to appivhend with, till I came and entered into this body; therefore 
punish it eternally, but deliver me. The body, on the other side, will 
make this apology, O lord, thou createdst me like a stock of wood, hav- 
ing neither hand that I could lay hold with, nor foot that I could walk 
with, till this soul, like a ray of light, entered into me, and my tongue 
began to speak, my eye to see, and my foot to walk ; therefore punish it 
eternally, but deliver me. But God will propound to them the following 
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parable of the blind man and the lame man, which, as well as the pre- 
ceding dispute, was borrowed by the Mahomedans from the Jews. A 
certain king, having a pleasant garden, in which were ripe fruits, set two 
persons to keep it, one of whom was blind, and the other lame ; the for- 
mer not being able to see the fruit, nor the latter to gather it: the lame 
man, however, seeing the fruit, persuaded the blind man to take him up- 
on his shoulders, and by that means he easily gathered the fruit ; which 
they divided between them. The lord of the garden coming some time 
after, and inquiring after his fruit, each began to excuse himself: the 
blind man said that he had no eyes to see with; andthe lame man that 
he had no feet to approach the trees. But the king ordering the lame 
man to be set on the blind, passed sentence on and punished them both. 
And in the same manner will God deal with the body and the soul. As 
these apologies will not avail on that day, so it will be in vain for any 
® one to deny his evil actions; since men and angels, and his own mem- 
bers, nay, the very earth itself, will be ready to bear witness against him. 
At this examination, they also believe that each person will have the 
book wherein all the actions of his life are written delivered to him: 
which books the righteous will receive into their right hand, with great 
pleasure and satisfaction ; but the ungodly will be obliged to take them, 
against their wills, in their left, which will be bound behind their backs, 
their right hand being tied up to their necks. 
To shew the exact justice which will be observed on this great day of 
trial, the next thing they describe is the balance, wherein all things shall 
be weighed. They say it will be held by Gabriel; and that it is of so 
vast a size that its two scales, one of which hangs over paradise, and the ; 
other over hell, are capacious enough to contain both heaven and hell. 
Though some are willing to understand what is said in the Koran con- 
cerning this balance allegorically, and only as a figurative expression of 
God's equity, yet the most ancient and orthodox opinion is that they are 
to be taken literally ; and since words and actions being mere accidents, 
are not capable of being themselves weighed, they say that the books 
wherein they are written will be thrown into the scales, and according as 
those wherein the good or evil actions are recorded shall predominate, 
sentence will be given: those whose balances laden with good works 
shall be heavy, will be saved ; but those whose balances are light, will 
be condemned. Nor will any one have cause to complain that God suf- 
fers any good action to pass unrewarded, because the wicked for the 
good they do have their reward in this life, and therefore cannot expect 
any favor in the next. ‘ 
Paradise, they say, is situated above the seven heavens, (or in the se- 
venth heaven) and next under the throne of God; and to express the 
amenity of the place, they tell us that the earth of it is of the finest wheat 
flour, or of the purest musk, or, as others will have it, of saffron; that 
its stones are pearls and jacinths ; the walls of its buildings enriched with 
gold and silver; and that the trunks of all its trees are of gold; among 
which the most remarkable is the tree called tuba, or the tree of happi- all 
ness. Concerning this tree, they fable that it stands in the palace of 
Mahomet, though a branch of it will reach to the house of every true 
believer; that it will be laden with pomegranates, grapes, dates, and 
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other fruits, of surprising bigness, and of tastes unknown to mortals. 
So that if a man desire to eat of any particular kind of fruit, it will m- 
mediately be presented him ; or if he choose flesh, birds ready dressed 
will be set before him, according to his wish. They add that the boughs 
of this tree will spontaneously bend down to the hand of the person who 
would gather of its fruits, and that it will supply the blessed not only 
with food, but also with silken garments, and beasts to ride on ready 
saddled and bridled, and adorned with rich trappings, which will burst 
forth from its fruit; and that this tree is so large that a person mounted 
on the fleetest horse, would not be able to gallop from one end of its shade 
to the other in one hundred years. 

As plenty of water is one of the greatest additions to the pleasantness 
of any place, the Koran often speaks of the rivers of paradise ’s a prin- 
cipal ornament thereof; some of these rivers, they say flow with water, 
some with milk, some with wine, and others with honey ; all taking their 
rise from the root of the tree tuba. 

But all these glories will be eclipsed by the resplendent and ravishing 
girls of paradise, called, from their large black eyes, hur al oyun, the en- 
joyment of whose company will be a principal felicity of the faithful: 
These, they say are created not out of clay as mortal women are, but of 
pure musk ; being, as t’.eir prophet often affirms in the Koran, free from 
all natural impurities, .efects, and inconveniences incident to the sex ; 
of the strictest modesty, and secluded from public view in pavillions of 
hollow pearls, so large that, as some traditions have it, one of them will 
be no less than four parasangs, (or, as others say, sixty miles long) and 
as many broad. 

The name which tht Mahomedans usually give to this happy mansion, 
is al jannat, or the garden ; and sometimes they call it with an addition, 
jannat al ferdaws, the garden of paradise. Jannat Aden, the garden of 
Eden, (though they generally interpret the word Eden, not according to 
its acceptation in Hebrew, but according to its meaning in their own 
tongue, wherein it signifies a settled, or perpetual habitation ;) jannat al 
mawa, the garden of abode ; jannat al naim, the garden of pleasure ; and 
the like, by which several appellations some understand so many diffe- 
rent gardens, or at least places of different degrees of felicity, (for they 
reckon no less than one hundred such in all,) the very meanest whereof 
will afford its inhabitants so many pleasures and delights, that one would 
conclude they must even sink under them, had not Mahomet declared 
that in order to qualify the blessed for a full enjoyment of them, God will 
give to every one the abilities of one hundred men. 


CREATION—DEITY. 


Mr. Editor—If you will allow me “‘ stretch of faith” to enable me “ to 
helieve’’ what otherwise cannot be proved, I shall undertake to demons- 
trate the immaculate conception, or any other christian mystery, as 
clearly as E, L. Jr. has undertaken to prove the “creation” of the human 
species, 
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The fact is, E. L. Jr. in endeavouring to support his favourite hypo- 
thesis, forgets that man is a natural being, composed of part of the four 
elements, which we have no reason to believe ever had a beginning, or 
can ever have an end. As we rationally conclude that the four elements 
have always existed, and knowing that man is a modified part of these 
elements, proceeded from them, and is sustained by them, and at his 
death is again diffused amongst them, it irresistably follows that our spe- 
cies must also have always existed as part of the great family of nature. 

Thus, without doing violence to nature, truth, science, or reason, we 
have a right to infer that man is eternal as well as other genera, class, 
and species of matter; and that thouga detached portions are regularly 
and periodically disorganized and decomposed, the links of nature, of life 
and motion, are never destroyed, but are constantly preserved and sus- 
tained by production and reproduction, and other elementary processes, 
less discernable, but equally effectual in upholding all things. 

Should E. L. Jr. pretend, as some metapbysicians have done, that ‘a 
succession impliesa beginning,” I answer, ‘‘ no more than it predicates an 
end ;”’ and it is as difficult to imagine a beginning of earth, air, fire, and 
water, as it is to imagine a period when no earth, no air, no fire, no wa- 
ter, no caloric, no humidity, no breath of wind, no solidity will exist in 
space. It is, therefore, much more consistent and rational in material- 
ists to conclude that matter in all its forms ever existed, and ever will 
exist, than it is to conjure up an assumed, immaterial, supernatural be- 
ing who gave existence to matter. 

If animal life ever had a first beginning, according to the hypothesis of 
E. L. Jr., the primary cause of its beginning or formation, is hid in im- 
penetrable obscurity—an obscurity that has hitherto eluded the deepest 
research of the most powerful minds in all ages and countries. It is this 
failure that has enabled the advocates for the existence of supernatural 
agencies to obtain an influence over ignorant, superficial, and indolent 
minds, ‘who dare not, or will not reflect on the inconsistency of suppos- 
ing the existence of any agent out of and contrary to nature—of sup- 
posing that an immaterial being—that nothing, in fact, made, governs, 
and directs the whole universe of matter. 

In short, E. L, Jr., in the perplexity and confusion of his mind, 
seems to be anxious for materialists to prove what he cannot prove him- 
self; or at least to lay them under the imputation of being as ignorant 
as himself; and that he is ignorant of the existence of a supernatural 
power, or agent, his own confessions prove. Prejudice may, and does 
induce many intelligent and ingenious minds to shift the ground of ar- 
gument; but they will be driven from hypothesis to hypothesis until 
they come to nature and to common sense. The attempting to reason 
on supernatural and immaterial agencies, in order to prove their exist- 
ence, has laid the foundation of ignorance and superstition, by which an 
artful and lazy order of men have been encouraged to impose on a cre- 
dulous world. But the effect has been, that religion has succeeded reli- 
gion until it has become so ridiculous that all true philosophers, all men 
of sense, sentiment, and science, feel ashamed to be known to favor any 
one in particular. X. 
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NEW-YORK, SATURDAY, DECEMBER 13, 1828. 


We are every day receiving proofs of the correctness of Mr. Offen’s 
statement, that in his late tour he had ‘cut out work for the priests 
which would employ them all winter at least.” Considering the fearful 
odds Mr. O. had to contend with, the alarm which so unexpected a visit 
has occasioned amongst ‘* heaveu’s ambassadors,” is greater than could 
have been anticipated. ‘The fanatics,’ observes a correspondent in 
Utica, “ are now exerting themselves to the utmost. They are éntering 
almost every house, and anxiously inquiring wheiher the inmates are in 
possession of bibles—what church they atteud—and how they expect to 
gettoheaven? They told oue of the members of our society, who they 
thought was too active in distributing ‘ liberal tracts,’ that if he was to 
die, they hoped the village would then be at peace. He immediately re- 
plied, that they did him too much honour, as there were more in the place 
like him than they were aware of. ‘Th se holy intruders sometimes. get 
rebuked even by the ladies. In their perambulations, a few days ago, 
through the village, two of these soul savers called at the door of a res- 
pectahle house, where they were readily admitted by a lady. On being 
seated, they proceeded to question her in their usual peremptory style, 
as to her studying the bible, and what church she attended. She in- 
formed them that she seldom opened the one, or entered the other. Af- 
fecting to be greatly horrified at this profane answer; they asked her if 
she expected to get to heaven in that way? She replied that she believed 
she had as good a chance of getting there as any one else. The hypo- 
crites then proposed to ‘ pray for her soul,’ but on her telling them that 
she considered them too officious, they sneaked out of the house.”’ 

From the same correspondent we have received the ‘ Utica Sentinel,” 
and the “* Oneida Observer,” of the 2d inst., eaci: containing a letter (by 
different writers) addressed “ To the rev. William Wisner,”’ who, as our 
readers will recollect, made himself so conspicuous at the meeting lately 
called by the saints at Utica, for the purpose of inducing the inhabitants 
to support the “‘ pioneer line of stages.” We know that the signal defeat 
which they met with on that occasion greatly raffled the tempers of these 
meek and pious christians ; but in no one has this appeare -d more mani- 
fest than in the aforesaid ‘ ‘reverend William Wisuer,”’ who, dipping his 
pen in gail, has poured out such a torrent of ribaldry aud abuse on all 
who were any way active in exposing his arrogant pretensions, that we 
questio:: whether a parallel! is to be found to it in all the vituperations 
that have ever been uttered by the priesthood against those who ventured 
to disturb their quiet. We had previously received a copy of the frantic 
effusions of this divine teacher; but we did not consider it incumbent 
on us to obtrude s» palpable a tissue of misrepresentation and grossness 
on the attention of vur readers, to the exclusion of more interesting mat- 
ter. Some idea, however, of the extent of this parson’s ire, and of the 
language with which he seems to be so very familiar, may be formed by 
a perusal of the letter addressed to him in the ‘‘ Oneida Observer ;” which 
we give in preference to the other, because of its brevity and concise- 
ness :— 
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Utica, 27th Nov. 1828. 

To the Rev. William Wisner; dear sir—in perusing the columns of 
the Western Recorder of the 25th instant, I observed a communication 
signed by yourself, in which you attack General Kirkland and his as- 
sociates, in a spirit rude in the extreme, and little to be expected from a 
meek professed minister of the gospel of peace. After quoting two of 
the resolutions passed at Gen. Kirkland’s meeting, as you term it, you 
goon to say: “ This is in exact accordance with the sentiments of these 
infidel tract societies that are stepping over again the same ground trod 
by the atheists of Fraice, previous to the revolution.” And beside, you 
compare them to ‘“ rum-drinkers, horse-racers, gamblers, theatre-going, 
sabbath breakers,” &c. 

For the purpose of showing all the provocation, to justify your inso- 
lent remarks, I will here quote the same resolutions: 

“‘ Resolved, As the sense of this meeting, that all attempts to enforce 
by temporal pains, penalties, or disqualifications, the observance of the 
moral obligations for the performance of which, man is accountabie only 
to his maker, are unwarrantable by revelation, abhorrent to enlightened 
reason, and inconsistent with the principles and spirit of the free institu- 
tions of our country. 

** Resolved, That amongst this class of duties is that which consists 
in a due sanctification of the Sabbath ; and that to presume to prescribe 
authoritatively to our fellow-men, the precise manner or services, in which 
such sanctification shall consist, is an attempt impra:ticable in its exe- 
cution, repugnant to the rights of privé ate conscience, and irreconciliable 
with the free exercise of civil liberty.” 

The above resolutions were caused by your dictatorial insolence to- 
wards the citizens of the village of Utica, in August last, while you were 
performing the duties, (as you pretended) “as agent of the Gene- 
ral Union for promoting the better observance of the Sabbath.”” I know 
of no moral rule that justifies “ sailing under false colours.”"—The no- 
torious object of your mission at Utica, in August last, was to secure pa- 
tronage for the pioneer line of stages, and because you failed in obtain- 
ing signatures to your “solemn league and covenant,” to the extent you 
anticipated, the citizens of Utica were assailed by you in a manner little 
to be expected from a gentleman. I know of no distinction between 
men of similar habits and pursuits, and when professed clergyman will 
undertake to perform the duties of stage runners, they ought not to claim 
a rank above those of the same class, who wear coats of a different co- 
lour. We have many artful schemes practised on the community to 
obtain funds and popularity, under the most imposing garb’; and I ap- 
prehend very little danger to pure religion and morality by exposing the 
‘wolf in sheep’s clothing.” 

I appeal to you, or any other person, to show what better morals have 
been practised by the pioneer line of stages, and the pretended Sabbath 
keeping boats, than have been observed by other lines of stages and 
boats. Are the owner#less avaricious, and by any of their conduct more 
entitled to the public confidence ? 

The fact is undeniable, that the agents and conductors of the pioneer 
line of stages, have been busily employed on the Sabbath soliciting for 
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passengers, shoeing horses, repairing carriages, &c. &c. Even at this 
time, the two principal owners are at the city of Washington, soliciting 
Sor mail contracts, to be transported on the Sabbath, in the pioneer line 
of stages. The pretended Sabbath keeping boatmen have been often 
caught playing at cards, drinking, quarrelling, and rioting on the Sab- 
bath, and I believe more disturbances of the peace have been committed 
on the Sabbath by those boatmen, than by any other lines on the canal. 

What must be the conclusion of every honest, reflecting man, seeing 
the modern crusading operations going on, under a pretended garb of re- 
ligion, i in forming societies christened by the most sacred nathes, to act 
in concert, both in raising funds, as well as to exert their influence to 
trample under foot any citizen who shall dare even to doubt the infalli- 
bility of self boasting priesthood. . 

All clergymen who perform the duties properly belonging to them, 
are, and ought to be highly respected ; but when they leave their exalted 
stations to control and speculate in the common avocations of life, expe- 
rience has shewn them to be more dangerous than any other members of 
the community. 

The superstitious bigot is to be pittied for his ignorance, while the de- 
signing hypocrite is to be taught that “* solemn sounds upon a thoughtless 
tongue” are not such credentials as will pass much above par in a free 
and enlightened country, where the arm of power is not permitted to 
control the conscience. Modern preaching and creeds are the mere 
mechanical inventions of designing men, who have more piety on their 
tongues than sincerity at heart; and such are found in the front rank, 
getting up infatuated revivals ; and the effect has been pronounced by an 
eminent presbyterian clergyman, “‘ misrule and moral desolation.” 

The fears that many entertain, by censuring the conduct of some pro- 
fane, self boasting priests, will have a tendency to injure the cause of 
pure religion, have been caused by the want of reflection; and I am fully 
persuaded that the sooner the ‘‘ wolf’ is dispersed, the more healthy for 
the innocent lambs of the flock. 

If a mere profession is to form a shield against any suspicions, and 
loud conspicuous prayers is to be the test of orthodoxy, I am cheerful to 
admit that no country can boast of greater puritans. 

The logical reasoning you have adopted to convince the world of the 
extent of your own greatness, shews the want of liberality, as well as a 
vain, malicious disposition ; and it is to be hoped that you may soon be 
released from that monstrous burden, that you pretend the lord hath put 
upon your shoulders. ee 


*,* Since the above was in type, we have received a letter from a high- 
ly steed friend at Syracuse, dated the 6th inst. from which we give 
the following extracts :— 

** A piece of information was told me yesterday, which, I believe, may 
be depended on for its correctness—that the horses of the “ pioneer 
stages ” between Rochester and Buffalo, had beep twice seized for debt, 
and that*they had been released with the money they ‘borrowed of the 
lord,” alias the Sunday School Union, or some other union; and one 
of the proprietors told a gentlemen of my acquaintance, that the name 
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of the stage had been erased, and “opposition ’’ been substituted in the 
room.. Had this been done when the stage first started, it would have 
saved them a-great deal of humiliation. I have been deceived in sup- 
posing it to be a profitable investment. The opinion now of those who 
have a chance to know best, is that they cannot, if the roads should be 
bad this winter, stand it longer than spring, unless they have extra sup- 
port.— W ould that my abilities to serve the cause were equal to my wishes. 
But it is proceeding far more rapidly than could have Leen anticipated 
twelve months ago; for now when a person changes his religious no- 
tions, he at once adopts those of the deist, where, formerly, his greatest 
latitude of: thought, extended no farther than universalism, or unita- 
rianism.—The Gods* take surprisingly. 1 shall soon be out. They 
are a most powerfully auxiliary to our cause. I could relate many an- 
ecdotes respecting the opinions and observations passed upon them, and 
the various success of reception or repulsion ; for it is always one or the 
other.” —— 


Free Press Association.—The meetings formerly held in the Temple 
of Science, Elizabeth-street, will in future take place in the large and 
commodious hall attached to the Marlborough Hotel, corner of Bowery 
and Hester-street. On Sunday (to-morrow) the 14th inst. a lecture will 
be delivered at 3 o’clock, P.M. explanatory of the objects and views of 
the Association, tou which the attendance of the public is respectfully in- 
vited. Entrance to the hall by the door fronting the Bowery, immedi- 
ately adjoining the entrance tothe hotel. 








MISCELLANEOUS. 


From the New-Harmony Gazette. 
DEITY. 


According to the orthodox version. 

Though almost every nation on the face of the globe has imagined a 
God in some shape or form, yet no two have imagined him the same. 
Sometimes he is a portly monarch, holding his court on Mount Ida, 
jealous of his queen and of his authority, ruling his children and his 
courtiers with no little difficulty, and interfering in the affairs of earth 
rather as a pastime in the intervals of his heavenly affairs and heaveny 
pleasures, than as a regular business; yet withal, a good tempered, ju- - 
vial deity, hot tempered, rather than wicked, accessible to love, moved to 
pity ; and altogether, a being in whose history and adventures we can 
take as much interest in as much as they often resemble our own. By 
other nations he has been recognized in the sun, asserting his power by 
his benificent influence over all that lives and breathes, shining equally 
on the rich and the poor, and if he veil his glories for a season behind 
an envious cloud, bursting forth again in renewed splendor on the re- 
freshed and glistening world. Then again, he is an uncouth log, dragged 
along in a monstrous car, whose wheels are dyed with the blood of self- 
devoted victims. Among the Jews he was a god of battle and of blood- 


* The writer refers to the pamphlet, published atthe office of the Correspondent, en- 
titled ‘“‘ The God of the Jews and Christians, the Great Jehovah; or, the Trinity in 
Unity. Embellished with a correct likeness "—price 25 cts. 
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shed, jealous, avenging, angry ever day, visiting the sins of the guilty 
fathers on the innocent children, and the disobedience of our first parents 
on us all: seen in the tempest, heard in the whirlwind ; and presiding 
alike over heaven and hell. 

It is no easy matter to say what he is among the Christians. Some- 
times he is a creator, good, benevolent, long suffering and slow to anger, 
whose tender mercies are over all his other works. Occasionally (but 
this is rather a hetrodox deity) he is the great first cause of the universe, 
known in the wisdom of his works, seen in the beauty of lis govern- 
ment, who 

Warms in the sun, refreshes in the breeze, 

Glows in the stars, and blossoms in the trees, 
Lives through all life, extends through all extent, 
Spreads undivided, operates unspent. 


More frequently (and this is the orthodox version) he is stern and se- 
vere, punishing even to death his innocent son, that he-may obtain the 
power to pardon his guilty subjects ; yet even then, unable to save those 
who are not of themselves moved to penitence; devising a scheme of 
salvation, yet not desirous that all men should be good in this life, nor 
happy in the next ; a God who sees it to be for the best that there should 
be sin and misery and an eternity of torment ; a being perfectly holy and 
pure, and without whom nothing exists, yet one who has created and 
still permits evil and crime. Do our readers doubt the accuracy of 
our version? Let them read the following article from the last received 
number of the Anti-universalist :— 

Universalists say, that as God desires that all be saved, and has all 
power, which enables him to carry his desires into execution, it is rea- 
sonable to suppose that he will save all. Now the fact is, he no more 
desires that all be saved, than that all be pious in this life. Nor has he 
power to save all, consistently with the plan which he has adopted for 
the regulations of the universe, any more than he has power to prevent 
sin in the present world. If, then, notwithstanding his desire and power, 
he does not prevent sin, how does it appear that, in consequence of these, 
he will save all? The fact is, had God seen it for the best, he never 
would have made man as he is, and thus not only have excluded eter- 
nal, but temporal sin and misery from the universe. But he saw this not 
to be for the best. He saw that it was better to have such a state of free 
agency and aecountability as exists with all their concomitant conse- 
quences, than not to have it. ‘This 1s the only rational way for account- 
ing for the permission of sin in the empire of Jehovah—a being perfectly 
holy and good himself. Viewing the doctrine of endless sin and misery 
in this light, as growing out of the present system of free agency, the 
c!aracter of God remains unimpeached, and the argument that his de- 
sire and power will save all, falls to the ground. He has no desire to 
save any in impenitence; no power to make any penitent in a way in- 
consistent with the plan of free agency which he has instituted for the 
government of his intelligent creatures. 

Again. Itissaid, that the wisdom of God never would have permit- 
ted him to select a plan which would involve the endless misery of any of 
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his creatures, but would have enabled him to devise a way by which this 
would be avoided. In reply to this, it may be asked, could God have 
selected a plan different from the present one, that is, could he consis- 
tently with his wisdom? If he could, why did he not adopt one that 
would exclude temporal misery? But if his wisdom didnot enable him 
to'devise a plan to exclude no np misery, how know universalists that 
it would exclude eternal misery ? 

Have we exaggerated the picture ? 

Is it not strange that reasoning beings should deliberately believe all 
this. God is perfectly holy and ‘good, yet he has no power to save all, 
even if he could; he is omnipotent, yet he has no power to save his er- 
ring and blinded creatures, even if he would. With his eyes open, he 
creates beings into infinite misery. With a perfect knowledge that it 
will not be resisted, he places temptations before beings whom he had 
previously created too weak to withstand it. He forms a sentient crea- 
ture, who, of himself, can do nothing ; and punishes him that he has not 
been formed otherwise. He desires that all should know him, yet he 
leaves us to guess at his existence. 

What nation has conceived a God more impotent, more inconsistent, 
or more tyrannical than this? 


The spirit of education is the prevailing characteristic of the present 
times. Not to speak of the extraordinary efforts making in Britain for 
the education of the lower classes, and the better education of those who 
are, or ought to be, above them ; this spirit of instruction is proportiona- 
bly abroad all over the Continent, and with the exception of China, per- 
haps throughout the world. In France the Lancasterian system has 
been developed by Lasteyrie, and would have been generally introduced, 
but for the opposition of the clergy. So extraordinary was the spirit of 
education in Spain, that the late Cortes predetermined by law, that 
after a certain number of years, no person whatever should be competent 
to undertake a public situation, however low, and whether local or gene- 
ral, unless he could read, and cast accounts. Unfortunately the re- 
establishment of the ancient religion has put an end to that law for the 
present ; but it will be remembered at a future period. In Germany, 
Denmerk, and Sweden, parochial schools, much on the same plan as 
those of Scotland, have been in existence since the time of the reforma- 
tion. This system has recently been improved on, and infant schools for 
children from two to five years, and working schools for girls and lads 
from five years and upwards, have been established in various plaees. In 
these last, every désgription of domestic employment is taught to girls ; 
and of country work, the commoner mechanical trades, and, to a certain 
extent, military exercise, toboys. Even in Russia the Lancesterien sys- 
tem has been introduced ; and the subject has not been lost sight of by 
the Greeks and Ionians, notwithstanding their present troubles. In 8. 
America it promises to be equally so. Among the West India Islands, 
education is now becoming general, even to the children of slaves ; and 
the President Boyer, of the republic of Hayti, has declared to his black 
subjects, in a manifesto published some years ago, that “ education and 
agriculture constitute the chief strength of states,” 
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EDUCATION.—MINERVA INSTITUTION. 
No. 159 MOTT-STREET, (NEAR BROOME,) 
Under the Immediate Direction and Superintendance of Misses Houston and Hail. 


This Institution is now open for the reception of pupils. The principals assure their 
friends and the public, that no pains will be spared to render this establishment equal to 
any Institution of the kind in this city. 

The general course of instruction will embrace Reading, Writing, Arithmetic, Gram- 
mar, Geography, Rhetoric, Astronomy with the use of the Globes, Botany, Natural Philo- 
sophy, Ancient, Modern, and Natural History ; the French Language, Music, Drawing, 
Velvet Painting, and Needle Work in all its branches. ts 

Scientific Lectures will be delivered occasionally. 

tjt Terms made known on application at the School. 


FREE PRESS TRACT FUND. 


The object contemplated by creating this fund, is to counteract the demoralizing 
effect which the circulation of religious tracts must have on the community. By 
sending forth writings of a nature suited to open the eyes of the world to the deception 
practised upon them—to give birth to reflection, and to lead to a rational train of think- 
ing—it is not doubted but that one liberal tract, while it will be read far more éxten- 
sively, will have a more powerful effect in rendering mankind better and happier, 
than fen thousand of those religious productions, with which the country is inundated, 
and which, there is every reason to believe, are loathed by four fifths of the in 
habitants. 

Subscribers of $1, will be entitled to 1000 pages; being ten pages for one cent 

A donation of $10 will entitle the donator to 500 pages annually, during life. A 
donation of $5, to 250 pages annually, during life. 

Orders to be addressed to the agent, Mr. GEORGE HOUSTON, Free Press Tract 
Depository, 6 William-street New-York. 


£ AGENTS FOR THE CORRESPONDENT. 

Philadelphia, Pa. Mr. John Turner. Cincinnati, O. Mr. Robert L. Jennings. 
Paterson, N. J. Mr. Robert Chiswell. Kendal, O. Mr. Matthew Macey. 

Red Hook, N. Y. Erastus Marshal. Dover, N. H. Joseph Lawton. 

Utica, N. Y. D. J. Morris. Hudson. N. Y. Moses Younglove. 
Salina, N. Y. J. Curtis. Wilmington, De. Henry Heald. 
Geddisburg, N. Y. R. S. Orvis. Rochester, N. Y. E. Geddens. 
Laurenceburg, In. J. Perceval. Syracuse, N. Y. Joseph Savage. 

The friends of liberal principles throughout the United States, are respectfully re- 
quested to accept of the Agency of the Correspondent. Three volumes are now 
completed, and setts can be had from the commencement, at the original Subscrip- 
tion price, [$1 50, a volume. ] 

The following works are sold at the Office of the Correspondent : 

Ecce Homo; or a Critical Inquiry into the History of Jesus of Nazareth, 12mo. bds. 
75 cents—bound and gilt, $1. 

Voxtney’s Rois or Emprres ; with the Law or Nature; a new translation, with 
plates, 8vo, bound and gilt, $1 25. ‘ 

Ace or Rzason, pocket edition, with plates, 37 1-2 cents. 

Tue Gop or THE Jews ayp Curistians ; embellished with a correct likeness—25 
cents. 

View of the Metaphysical and Physiological Arguments in favor of Materialism—25 
cents. 

The Scripture Doctrine of Materialism—25 cents. 

*,*In the Press, and shortly will be published, Voltaire’s Philosophical Dietion- 
ary, in one volume, 12mo. embellished with a portrait of the author 
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